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with the support  
of the Nebraska Arts  

Council and the Nebraska  
Cultural Endowment

S E A S O N

The Nebraska Jazz Orchestra (NJO) was founded in 1975 and 
is one of the Midwest’s premier big bands, celebrating 50 years 
of great performances. The NJO has toured Europe twice, 
including a 1997 performance at the prestigious Montreux 
International Jazz Festival in Switzerland. In 2006, the NJO 
was featured in a documentary by Nebraska Educational 
Television entitled “Hard Times Swing,” which followed the 
development of territory swing bands that changed American 
pop culture. The NJO was awarded the 2007 Mayor’s Arts 
Award for Artistic Achievement in the Performing Arts, and 
has performed with former Tonight Show bandleader Doc 
Severinsen, guitarist James Valentine of Maroon 5, and former 
David Letterman bandleader Paul Shaffer at the Lied Center 
for Performing Arts in the last several years. To date, the NJO 
has released eight recordings, including their most recent CD 
celebrating the ensemble’s 40th Anniversary entitled NJO 40. 

About the NJO

SINGLE ADMISSION TICKETS

Adult:  $28

Student:  $10

25
26Doc Severinsen and the NJO at the Lied Center, April 16, 2016



Mail this form with payment to: 315 South 9th Street, Suite 110
Lincoln, NE 68508-2283 Phone (402) 477-8446

njo@artsincorporated.org

Includes all five regular NJO concerts.

Adult	 # _____  x $125 =	  $_________

Student	 # _____  x $45 =	  $_________

Tax-Deductible Donation	  $_________

Includes two season tickets, priority seating, 
newsletter previews of concerts, and recognition 
in all concert programs.
	  $_________

Includes two season tickets, the option of  
an additional pair at half price, priority seating, 
newsletter previews of concerts, and recognition 
in all concert programs.
	  $_________

TOTAL ENCLOSED	  $_________

FOUNDATION CLUB MEMBERSHIP	 $1000+

JAZZ CLUB MEMBERSHIP	 $300-$999

SEASON TICKETS (2025-2026)

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City _________________________ State ______ ZIP ___________

Phone (home) _________________________________________

Phone (cell) ___________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

SINGLE ADMISSION TICKETS Adult:  $28 Student:  $10

All concerts, except for “The Nutcracker and All That Jazz,”
will take place at:

The Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel 
333 South 13th Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

The NJO recalls how Tom Larson, Randy Snyder, and other musicians wrote 
compositions and arrangements for the band. A number of Nebraskans 

were featured including Dave Brown, Steve Klintberg, Loy Hetrick, Andy Hall, 
Rusty White, Russ Gibson, the Gulizia Brothers, Mason Prince, Joe Genovesi, 
Bev Jester, Matt Wallace, Ken Hoyne, Jeff Newell, Luigi Waites, and others.  

1985 - 1994

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 • 7:30 pm

Members of the NJO, including David Sharp, Mark Benson, and Peter
Bouffard, wrote a number of compositions and arrangements for the band. 

More Nebraska artists were featured, including Dennis Schneider, Victor 
Lewis, Laurie Frink, Mac McCune, Annette Murrell, and The Lightning Bugs. 

Other notable guests included Freddie Hubbard, Marilyn Maye, Dave 
Stryker, Steve Slagle, Claude “Fiddler” Williams, Benny Powell, Bobby Watson, 
Eldar Djangirov, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, and Claudio Roditi. The band

traveled to Europe in 1997, performing in France, Germany, and at the 
Montruex Jazz Festival in Switzerland.

1995 - 2004 
Featuring the 2026 Young Lions All-Star Band

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 • 7:30 pm

The fourth decade featured guest soloists from the Vanguard Jazz 
Orchestra, including Terell Stafford and Scott Wendholt, as well as from the 
Big Phat Band, including Wayne Bergeron, Willie Murrilo, Bernie Dresel, and 
Andy Martin. Bill Watrous, who had the most appearances as a soloist with 

the NJO, also returned as a soloist.

2005 - 2014
Featuring the Westside High School 

Concert Jazz Band

Tuesday, March 31, 2026 • 7:30 pm

The Nutcracker and All That Jazz
Special Concert with the Hastings Symphony Orchestra

 Sunday, December 21, 2025
3:00 pm

FREE Admission
400 N Hastings Ave, 
Hastings, NE 68901

The Hastings Symphony 
Orchestra shares the stage 

with the NJO as they alternate 
perfomances of Tchaikovsky’s 

and Duke Ellington’s The
Nutcracker Suite for orchestra 

and jazz big band respectively.

Celebrating 50 Years of 
Big Band Jazz Music

Over 160 musicians have performed with the NJO during the past 49 years. 
Many of our current musicians have been with the band for over 30 years, 

including two who have been there since the beginning. 
We are excited to have a number of alumni returning to sit in with us on 

each concert to celebrate our 50th Anniversary Season.
Each concert will feature music performed during each decade, reflecting 
on the guest artists who played with the band and some of the places the 

band has performed.

The NJO remembers some of the early members who wrote a number of 
pieces for the NJO, including Randy Snyder, Dave Jarvis, and Bart 

Bartholomew. Some guest artists from this era include John LaBarbera, Bill 
Watrous, Don Menza, and Clark Terry. The band also traveled to England 

and Scotland in 1978.

1975 - 1984

Thursday, October 16, 2025 • 7:30 pm

2015 - 2025
Featuring the 2026 Young Jazz Artist 

Competition Winner

Thursday, May 21, 2026 • 7:30 pm

This decade featured more Nebraska artists, including Kelly Rossum, James 
Valentine, David Sharp, and PANgea. It also saw Ed Neumeister, Greg 

Gisbert, Bobby Shew, and Nadje Noordhuis joining the band, 
with additional concerts at the Lied Center featuring Doc Severinsen and 

Paul Shaffer.


